29th Warm. Lieut. Potter and David Smith got furloughs and
started for the river this morning, Got letter No,25 from
my Wife, Had my hair cut,

th Co, mustered for pay. Wrote letter No. 35. The 124th

detailed for Picket and sharp shooting. Our Engineer Corps

30t

have made a wooden Mortar for throwmg hand Grenades, It
does the work first rate.
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185 Last n1ght the Rebels rolled a gunpowder keg with-a 13 inch

shell in the middle of it and the balance of the keg filled with
powder over the parapet and into the breach. No one was there
at the time so that it did no damage, but the explosion was terri
fic making the ground tremble in our camp. About noon-today :
the mine being ready was exploded, throwing high into the air
an immense body of dirt, Timbers &c. Several men Rebs
were blown up. Three Reb soldiers and three negroes that
were digging for our powder were thrown outside of the fort
and landed near our works, The three white men and two of
the negroes died, The other negro was more scared than hurt,
He said that he went up into the air about two miles, . The Rebel
were seen very busy in digging immediately after the explosion,
It was thought that they were digging out those that were buried:
up. Our Regt. occupied the Rifle Pits ready for action in case
of an emergency., Our Artillery poured into the fort a perfect
storm of Shell, Grape, and Canister, We were relieved about
-6 P, M. -Weather very warm, -~ == 7=

284 Weather warm. Detailed for fatigue to remove timbers .
from the breach in the Fort preparatory to starting another -
‘mine, Saw one of the little "Wooden Mortars' at work throw-
ing 12 pound shell into the Fort. It works nicely, It takes =
but an ounce and a half of powder for a charge. There is qu1te
sharp firing on our left, The Rebs are f1r1ng by Volleys
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3d, The Rebels raised a flag of truce at 8 A, M, F1r1ng ceased
till between two and three P, M. when it was resumed for an
hour or so, when the Rebs again raised the white flag and

- firing again ceased,  Guards were placed between thetwo -
Armies by both,s1des. They were-in some places but a few
feet apart., I saw'a Union and a Secesh soldier drilling each
other on the parapet of the fort, The Generals of both armies’ '
‘held a conference under the shade of an Oak tree between the ‘
two lines,’ : w¥







