We had to wait for the 16th A_C. to cross Pearl River on the
Pontoon Bridge. We had orders to be ready to march at 1/2
hours notice, during the night. Did not feel well today. Our
Adj. and three men while out foraging today took two prison-
ers. ‘

26th Gotup at 5 A.M. No orders to leave yet. I had the diarhea
all night. Left camp at 10 A. M, crossed Pearl River (3 miles)
at 2 P, M., got into camp near Canton about 8 P, M. We march-
ed 16 miles. The Pontoon Bridge over the river is a first rate
one. The roads are good but very dusty. I rode the Pony all
day, very tired at night. Had a half pound of crackers dealt
out to each man tonight. We have had less than three pounds
of crackers since we left Meridian on the 20tP, Fine weather.

27th Had a good rest and felt better this morning. We laid in
- camp till three P.M. when we moved two miles to the South
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and camped near a stream of water and near the R.R. Canton =

is a very pleasant looking town, it contains a good many fine
Residences, and the trees and shrubbery are kept trimmed
the best that I have seen-any where. “Sent letter No,66 to be ~~ -
mailed at Big Black, by M. Maloney, We were suddenly called
to Arms, just after I had got into bed. We got into line in . -
quick time and went away towards town (and) we had not gone
far when we were ordered back. It was a false alarm.

28th Sunday. Our Bri'ga.de was ordered out this morning to tear
up R.R. We tore up from 1/2 to 3/4 of a mile and piled up
the ties and rails and set fire to them, At 2 P.M. we were
ordered to Camp, and imediately moved our camp 1/2 a mile
nearer town. Saw the ruins of the Round House, Machine
Shops, depot, 24 locomotives and some cars, besides other
property destroyed by our Army.
tion of property that I have seen in the war,  Part of it was
destroyed by A cavalry force last summer, under Col, Winslow
of the 4h Towa Ca.valry I was quite sxck today with d1arhea

29th, Ramy and Chxlly Regt. mustered for pay. We lay in

It is the greate st destruc~ 2]
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. Miss May Suydam, After dark news came to camp that Adju-
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Camp all day. Weather d1sagreea.ble and cold. We received ;
a mail today, the first that we have had sine we left Big Black.v
I got three letters Nos. 53 and 54 from mys Wife and one from
the Boys at home, informing me of James® marriage with

tant Smith and his party of mounted men were attacked by
Rebel cavalry, and it is feared cut off. We were ordered

out immediately to a mile outside of our lines, and to re scue
them if possible. We started and had gone a short distance
when we were ordered back to camp, as we were too late to
assist them, and it is feared that some if not all are captu;ed.
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